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DISCOVER  ENTREPRENEURSHIP  AND  EXPLORE  BIG

AND  BOLD  IDEAS  THAT  CAN  CHANGE  OUR  WORLD !



CHANGING THE
WORLD THROUGH
INNOVATION AND

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

As a society we are facing enormous challenges on
how to be environmentally sustainable, socially
inclusive and strive for inclusive economic growth
all at the same time.
 
Innovation and entrepreneurship are key in coming
up with the creative solutions and sustainable
innovations that need to solve these challenges.
Cities play a central role in providing fertile
ground for startups and entrepreneurial initiatives
– Amsterdam being one of them. 
 
During the Urban Entrepreneurship Bootcamp you
will get an introduction to innovation and
opportunity driven entrepreneurship and it’s
potential impact on the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals. The experts of the AUAS will
help you explore both and provide you with a
toolkit which combines sustainable thinking,
innovation, opportunity recognition and
entrepreneurship.
 
In the first week you will explore Amsterdam’s
innovation ecosystem and visit the entrepreneurial
initiatives and startups who strive for making an
impact on the United Nations Sustainable

 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
 Entrepreneurship
 Innovation Ecosystems & Networks
 Opportunity Recognition
 Sustainable & Ethical Thinking

Development Goals. Besides that, you will visit
several institutions to gain insight into what is
going on in the world and to discover all the
different players within the Amsterdam ecosystem. 
Finally, you will put all that you have learned to the
test by going through a pressure cooker program
which culminates in a Dragons’ Den. The goal is to
spot your own opportunity based on the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, then make
a prototype and ultimately validate what you’ve
made. 
 
The Urban Entrepreneurship Bootcamp is a
program for those who want to become social
entrepreneurs as well as those who would like to
be the innovators and intrapreneurs within larger
corporations or their own field of expertise. It is a
program that lets you explore Amsterdam, be part
of the startup scene and at the same time looking
at the major challenges that we all face today.
 
Topics you will encounter:
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"LET 'S  INVEST  IN  THE

INNOVATIVE

ENTREPRENEURS ,  THE

STRIVING  YOUNG  PEOPLE

WHO  EMBRACE  NEW

TECHNOLOGIES ,  AND  ARE

STARTING  BUSINESSES

AND  CAN  IGNITE  NEW

INDUSTRIES  THAT

CHANGE  THE  WORLD"

B A R A C K  O B A M A



THE PROGRAM

…gain a thorough understanding of innovation driven
entrepreneurship
…familiarize yourself with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals and the need for
innovation and entrepreneurship
…learn how ethical and sustainable thinking is related to
entrepreneurship
…learn how an urban ecosystem can foster impact-
driven innovation and entrepreneurship
…learn a process for ideation based on spotting  
 opportunities based on the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals

You will...

 

LEARNING  GOALS

The course is divided in two weeks:
 
The first week you will explore themes like the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, Entrepreneurship
and Innovation by attending workshops, visiting startups
and doing individual assignments focused on exploring
your own personal passion, capabilities,
networks and knowledge for your potential role within
entrepreneurship.
 
The second week will be devoted to ideation; you will be
developing your own ideas and translate these into an
actual prototype. Also, you will continue to learn more
about what it means to be an entrepreneur and how to
orchestrate the support and resources you need to make
an impact.

LEARNING  ACTIVITIES
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UNITED
NATIONS

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

GOALS

At the core of this summer school is the use of
entrepreneurial action to make an impact on the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
 
These seventeen goals call for action and are
intertwined with each other. It is an
transformative agenda for social inclusion,
environmental sustainability and sustainable
economic growth. And in our opinion innovation
and entrepreneurship should not follow, instead
they should lead.

During the Summer School you will be
introduced to the seventeen global goals, learn
how to use them as a tool to determine your
impact and how to set entrepreneurial goals.
 
You will visit initiatives and organizations who
will show you where and why we need impact, as
well as startups who are leading the charge by
introducing new sustainable products and
services.
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TEACHING  METHODS

ASSIGNMENT  & ASSESSMENT

(Guest)lectures by experts
Individual assignments
Pressure Cooker
Field trips to startups and the World Press Photo
Exhibition
Dragons' Den
Several leisurely and team-building activities

Pitch deck/Business Plan (Team Assignment)                 30%
Dragons’ Den (Team Assignment)                                     10%
Individual Assignment #1                                                 30%
Individual Assignment #2                                                 30%

100%
 

*All lectures, assignments, field trips and activities are mandatory to obtain a
sufficient grade.

 

Van der Veen, M., & Wakkee, I. (2006). Understanding the
entrepreneurial process. New Firm Startups, Cheltenham: Edward
Elgar, 27-65. 
Habiby, A. S., & Coyle, D. M. (2010). The high-intensity
entrepreneur. Harvard Business Review, 88(9), 74-78. 
Aulet, W., & Murray, F. (2013). A tale of two entrepreneurs:
Understanding differences in the types of entrepreneurship in the
economy.
Christensen, C. M., Raynor, M. E., & McDonald, R. (2015). What is
disruptive innovation. Harvard Business Review, 93(12), 44-53.
Shane, S. (2000). Prior knowledge and the discovery of
entrepreneurial opportunities. Organization science, 11(4), 448-469.
Geradts, T. H., & Bocken, N. M. (2019). Driving sustainability-
oriented innovation. MIT Sloan Manag. Rev, 60, 78-83.

RECOMMENDED  READINGS

PRACTICAL  INFORMATION
Credits: 4 ECTS for two weeks, or 6 ECTS for extended
version including extra assignment to be done as home
assignment.
Course level/ Entry requirements: Undergraduate level
(from year 2), graduate students, and professionals with a
good command of the English language at upper
intermediate level – B2
Study load: Two weeks of lessons, workshops, or group
activities from 9:30-17:00, evenings and weekends home-
work and project preparations (total 120 hrs.)



22
DISRUPTIVE

TECHNOLOGIES

Throughout history humanity has been able to
come up with inventions and solutions to solve
difficult problems, increase our standard of living
and shape the environment we live in.
 
Now we need that innovative power to make sure
we achieve the UN Sustainable Development
goals. And we are not empty-handed while
attempting to do so.

At the AUAS we have identified twenty-two
disruptive technologies that have the potential to
not only contribute to a more sustainable
society, but also to be the enablers that form the
foundation for new businesses, coalitions and
solutions. This is why you will explore their
potential during the Urban Entrepreneurship
Bootcamp.
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In the summer, I have participated in the
2-week Urban Entrepreneurship
bootcamp at the Amsterdam University
of Applied Sciences. Here, I am going to
share my experience:
 
The first day we’ve been welcomed by
the principals of the University in a
lecture hall. After, we went to the
workspace where the course is. This was
without a doubt a very comfortable,
good place to work at. 
 
Our courses were every day from 9 am
till 5 pm, in which we (among other
things) had lectures and assignments. 
 We also visited startups in Amsterdam
and got to talk with the founders.
 
To complete the course, we had to put
into practice all the information we’ve
learned and develop our own business
idea. We worked a lot in groups, but also
a lot on our own. After, there was a
“Dragons Den” in which we had to pitch
our business idea.
 
Apart from the great professionalism of
the course, I also should talk about the
experience on itself.

The other students came from all over
the world, which I thought was very
amazing. There were people from Hong
Kong, California, India, Italy, Morocco
and the Netherlands. We’ve always
communicated in English, and even
though English is hard for me sometimes,
we always understood each other.
 
I was also surprised to see my skills in
English improve immensely after
speaking English for two weeks. That’s
why I think everyone who Isn’t confident
in talking in English to study abroad.

Student's Experience
Alvaro Martinez Ruiz (Spain)
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THE
BOOTCAMP

PROGRAM  OVERVIEW

Monday - 6 July 2020
08.30 - 09.00 Registration 
09.00 - 10.00 Opening Ceremony Summer School 
10.00 - 12.30 Kick-off Bootcamp
12.30 - 13.30 Lunch
14.00 - 15.30 Lecture IDE & Startup Roles
16.00 - 17.00 Dutch Culture
17.00 - 18.30 Welcome drinks
 
Tuesday - 7 July 2020
09.30 - 11.00 Lecture The Innovation Ecosystem
11.00 - 12.30 Lecture Networks in Entrepreneurship
12.30 - 13.30 Multi culti lunch
13.30 - 15.00 Lecture Sustainability 101
15.30 – 17.30 'Sloeproeien'
 
Wednesday - 8 July 2020
09.30 – 10.00 Briefing
10.00 – 14.00 Fieldwork – Entrepreneurship, Local Impact
14.00 – 17.00 Coaching & Teamwork
 
Thursday - 9 July 2020
09.00 - 10.30 Breakfast & Debriefing 
10.30 - 15.00 Fieldwork– Entrepreneurship, Global Impact 
15.00 - 17.00 Coaching & Teamwork
 
Friday - 10 July 2020
 09.00 – 10.30 Breakfast & Debriefing
 10.30 – 13.30 World Press Photo Exhibit
 13.30 – 16.00 Fieldtrip Incubator & Accellerator 

WEEK  1 WEEK  2
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Monday - 13 July 2020
09.30  – 12.30 Pressure Cooker
 12.30  – 13.30 Broodje Kroket Lunch
 13.30  – 16.30 Pressure Cooker
 16.00  – 17.30 Fieldtrip
 
Tuesday - 14 July 2020
09.30 – 12.30 Pressure Cooker
12.30  – 13.30 Lunch
13.30  – 16.30 Pressure Cooker
16.00  – 17.30 Fieldtrip
 
Wednesday - 15 July 2020
09.30 – 11.00  Lecture Migrant  Entrepreneurship
11.00 – 13.00 Coaching & Teamwork
13.30 – 15.30 Workshop Lean Innovation
15.30 – 17.00 Coaching & Teamwork
 
Thursday - 16 July 2020
09.30 – 11.30 Workshop Storytelling for impact 
11.30  – 13.00 Coaching & Teamwork
14.00 – 15.30 Lecture 
15.30 – 17.00 Coaching & Teamwork
 
Friday - 17 July 2020
10.00 - 11.00 Breakfast + recap 
12.00 - 15.00 Dragons' Den
15.30 - 16.00 Dragons’ Den Award Ceremony
16.00 - 17.00 Certificate Ceremony 
17.00 - ****** Farewell drinks



BART VAN
GREVENHOF
The editor in chief heads all the
departments of the organization
and is held accountable for
delegating tasks to staff
members and managing them. 

OLIVIA
CHOUCHANE
Olivia is community manager at
the Amsterdam Venture Studios
and the main organizer of the
Urban Entrepreneurship
Bootcamp.

DR. INGRID
WAKKEE
Ingrid Wakkee is the AUAS
professor of Entrepreneurship
and the scientific director of the
Urban Entrepreneurship
Bootcamp-summer school.

DR. JUANFRA
ALVARADO
Juanfra is researcher with a Phd
in Migrant Entrepreneurship and
at the AUAS he is focussing on
entrepreneurial failure and
recovery.

MARIJE
POEL
Marije is program director at the
Center of Expertise Urban
Management and her expertise
is Urban Innovation Ecosystems.

THE
TEAM

STEFAN VAN
CLEEF
Stefan is trained an industrial
designer turned entrepreneur
with several succesful technical
startups on his trackrecord. 

CARMEN 
BEEN
Carmen is an alumni of the AUAS
and now project coordinator at
the 10K Pre-Incubator
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